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Obfervatiohs on the Laws of Britain relpetting Imprifon- 
ment Sop Deby 

Ar a tine when the Britith parliament is making fuch 

a diftinguithed ftand in defence of the rights of jultice 

and humanity, fuppofed to have been injured in Afia, 
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and when the people at large have interefted themfelves 
a fo confpicaoully in favour of thofe unfortunate negroes 
inf who have been reduced to a ftate of flavery in our Weit 
oh India fettlements, it feems to be fomewhat furprifing, 
4 that ‘we fhould quietly tolerate among ourfelves afpe- 
: cies of flavery of a more oppreffive nature, than that of 
v which they: fo juftly complain, while it is at the fame 
wi time foirtipolitic, 4 to feem to admit of no defence. 
1 here.allude. to the power of. imprifonment for debt, as 
es at prefent permitted by ourdaws,; which, in its nature is 
sa fo cruel, and in its confequences to fociety is fo pernici- 
. ous, that it never could have been tolerated by a fenfible 
ra and humane people, had not the diftreffes which it oc- 
ge ¢cafions, and which are fo much concealed from public 
; view, iff a great meafure efcaped the notice of perfons 
es in the higher ranks of life. 
, The confequences of this {pecies of flavery, however, 
s with regard to the unfortunate fufferers themfelves, and 
le their families, are fo obvious, that-the flightelt degree 






of attention will difcover them ; and the fubfeq ” 
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hurt that refults from it.to.the community. at large, 
has. been well pointed out by others, that 1 hall not 
enlarge wpon it here.» Qn this head | thall only make 
one remark, that cannot be too often repeated :. viz, 
That prifons in general may be confidered as the moft 
fuceefsful fchools of vice that this. nation affords ; and 
that many perfons, who, whencarried thitheron aceount 
of unavoidable misfortunes only, were poficfied of the 
moft upright difpofitions of mind, have returned from 
thence,depraved.in their morals, and thoroughly {cheol- 
ed in every fpecies of vice; thefe leflons of depravity 
are quickly communicated to their children and near 
connections; who fail not to reduce them to practice on 
the community at large, by a thoufand ingenious de- 
vices they never could Ravé thoight of by themfelves, 
and which-only could have been invented, by the uni- 
ted efforts. of the numbers who are left at Icifure to 
brood over their diabolical (chemes, and bring them.to 
perfect maturity, in thefe numerous feminaries of vice 
and idjenefs +. 

Imprifonment, if viewed in a political light, can only 
be reconciled to jultice, from two confiderations. Firft, 
as being the means of preventing a perfon from efcaping 
juftice, who has been, to appearance, guilty of fome 
crime : And fecond, 23 a punf>ment for delinquencies 
ef acestain fort. How far this mode of pum/bment is 
judicious or the reverfe,.J mean not at prefent to en 
quire. I thall only okferve-at this time, that unlefs im- 
prifonment fhall evidently tend to anfwer the one, or 
other of thefe purpofes, it muft certainly be unjuft, and 
therefore it ought not te be tolerated. 

Imprifonment in every cafe, is fo fevere in its effects, 
on the perfon whois fubjected to it, that our forefathers 
feem to have viewed it in general as a kind of punifh- 
ment, the-feverity of which ought to be mitigated as 
much as poflible ;: Hence a provifien has been made by 
. # See on this fabje@, a moft excellent differtation written’by Sir CEno- 

srous Papl, and the other obfervations of Mr. Howard on prifons, 

iere thefe evils are fu fully difplayed-as to leave nothing new to be 
added by me on this head. 
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law to fhorten its continuance in general, . as far as is 
confiftent with public fafety.. Where a perfon has been 
committed on a prefumptive appearance of guilt, if the 
crime is not of a very heinous nature, he may in moit 
cafes be admitted to freedom on dai, till it can be afcer- 
tained by a fair trial, whether he has been mnocent or 
guilty of the crime laid to his charge. In crimes of a 
deeper dye, where it is not competent to liberate the 
prifoner upon bail; the time of imprifonment before 
trial, is made as {hort as is confiftent with a fair invef- 
tigationof facts. In this refpect, England is con{picu- 
onfly diftinguifaed above all other nations, and. with 
jultice, is proud of her Aadeas corpus at, which fo per- 
fectly fecures to her the benefit of thefe invaluable pri- 
yileges. 

In cafes where imprifonment is ordered as a puni/b- 
ment for delinquency of any fort, the power of inflicting 
that punifhment, as the power of inflicting every other 
punifiment awarded by the law, is taken out of the 
hands of the perfon injured, and is entrufted to the 
judge alone, who is empowered to prejoribe the time of 
its duration, and to determine the condition on which it 

may be fhortened ; and who, by being cooland unine 
terefted.in the caufe, is fuppofed to be able, in award- 
ing juftice to remember mercy. 

In all cafes too, where imprifonment is ordered as « 
puni/bnent, even the judge himfelf is not autherized to 
inflict it, till the-erime for which it is awarded-be ful- 
ly proved: for it would be highly unjuft- to inthict a 
punifhment, where there fill remained a doubt of the 
guilt. 

In general, our laws have alfo cautioutly difcrimina- 
ted between crimes and misfortunes. If one mat tor ex- 
ample, fhall have the misfortune to kill another, the 
mere proving of this fact is not deemed enough to fix 
upon him the guilt of murder. Before the:culprit can 
be. punithed as a criminal, it muft be proved; that.his 


heart alfo was aflenting to the deed: nor can any ong 
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be punifhed for having: fet fire to a houfes unlefs itbe 
proved 'that'it was notdone’ by accident, but by defign, 
The wifdom and equity of thefe regulations will-not 
be difputed: But in regard’ todebt, all thefe rules are 
totally overturned, or entirely difiegarded. The mere 
a&t of having contracted a debt which cannot be eafily 
difcharged, may no doubt off raany occafionsy ptove 
prejudicial to the creditor, ‘but it does not, prima facie, 
appear to bé a crime of a deeper dye, than'that of fetting 
fire to our neighbour’s houfe, or the depriving a fellow- 
fubje&t of life. Yet the fimply proving of this faa, 
without any refpect being paid to the amount of the 
debt, or the circumftances that occafioned the failure of 
payment, is deemed a fufficient reafon for withdrawing 
from the debtor the protection of the judge; for de- 
priving him of the means of vindicating his innocente 
before an impartial jury of his countrymen ; and fot 
delivering him into the power of an enraged creditor, 
whomay, if he fhall fo incline, without controul, infli€ 
uport hitn a punifhment, that fhall be more fevere thén 
death itfelf. » And it is in this land of freedom, which 
boafts of the prote€tion the laws afford to every’ idivi- 
dual, that fuch things are permitted! Is ‘it in this 
fand, where humanity is univerfally cherifhed, that fueh 
cruelty is tolerated! Is it in this land whetefteedom 

is adored, that fuch a horrid fpecies of flavery is fuffer- 
ed to prevail’! It iseven fo. | And ought we not to be 
afhamed to vaunt of our freedom, to glory in our {pirit 
of humanity, or to pride ourfelves in the juftice of our 
jaws, while this fyitem of legal barbarity is ‘futfered to 
exift among us? A debtor may have doubtlefs become 
fuch ‘through misfortunes,’ as weil as from a criminal 
condu&: » Why then, fhould he alone be liable to fuf- 
ter the fevere punifhment of guilt, before even an at- 
tempt fhalt have been made ‘to prové, ‘that ‘fuch guilt 
thoes: a€tually exift? The only*apology that»can be 
offeredy for our having fo long tolerated fo barbarous a 
wadyficm, is, that the unhappy fufferers are in general hut 
f ‘ 
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up froni public view, and thus have.been inagreat med- 
fure-inadverte ntly difregarded ; and that perhaps; among 
the efforts that have ‘been made-to alter the condition 
of debtors; the tendency of the meafures propofed, have 
been fufpected, rather as aderted to fereen. the. guilty 
offender from punifhment, chan’ protect the innocent 
fufferer. 

: In the following hints that I thall beg leave tooffer, with 
a view to introduce into this department of civil polity, 
fome part of that equity, moderation and lenity, which 
characterife our laws in other refpeéts, my. aim. fhall 
Be, to protect the innocent from unjydeverity, but net 
to fereen the guilty from punifhm and to fecure 
the rights of the creditor, in a way at leaft more effec- 
tually, than they are under the prefent fyfiem. How 
far the following regulations would tend to produce 
thefeeficéts, the reader will judge. 


tr. After a debt has been fairly conftituted by law, 
let the creditor, as at prefent, be authorifed to feize, not 
only the effeé?s of the debtor wherever they can be 
found, but Ais perfon alfo. I believe in England, ‘a 
¢reditor is only authorifed to take one of thefe, either 
the perfon or the effects of the debtor; in Scotland, he 
may lay hold on both if he hall fo incline, and fecure 
his perfon in jail, until he fhall either make payment of 
the debt, or, if that be not in his power, fhall make 2 full 
furrendry of his effeéts in favour of his:creditors. Af- 
teri this is done, the debtor fhall be entitled to be dif- 
charged from prifon, wnlefs in the cafes that thall be 
afterwards {pecified. 

2. But that no unneceffary delay may take place in 
regard to this tranfaCtion, every debtor, thus committed 
to prifon, thall be entitled to-be carried by 2 writ of 


habeas corpus, a8 foon after:his commitment as he -thall 


incline, before a proper judge, the imprifoning creditor 


: haviag got due intimation whenithe furrendry ‘is to be 
:made: where the debtor having declared, that he is 
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unable at the.time to make full payment of his, debts, 
and given anfwers to fuch queries as his creditors, thal] 
propofe to him, fhall be allowed to make a full furren. 
dry of his effects in favour of his creditors, and in that 
furrendry he fhall fpecify upon oath the various parti 
culars of thefe effeéts to the utmoft of his powet, inti. 
mating at the fame time where they are lodged ; a copy 
of which furrendry thall be delivered to the creditor or 
his agent at the time. And if he or they fhall then de- 
clare themfelves fatisfied with the furrendry, the prifon« 
er fhall be immediately difcharged. But if the crediy 
tor fhall demandjjime to examine the act of furrendry, 
the judge fhall alf@w him a {pace of time, not undey 
three days, nor exceeding fx, to examine it. The debte 
or during that time to be remanded back to prifon, une 
jefs he fhall find fureties, for his re-appearance at, the 
time fpecified. And if within that fpace the creditor 
makes no objection, the prifoner fhall at the end of the 
timé fpecified, be entitled to a difcharzge ; the creditor or 
creditors in the interval of time, having power to cite 
the debtor before them, to anfwer fuch queries, as 
they fliall think proper to propofe to him. 

3- In cafe of enlargement of the prifoner by either of 
thefe methods, the perfon who arrefted him fhall be 
bound to pay the prifon dues and all other indi/penfible 
charges incurred by the prifoner, referving a right to 
repayment of this out of the debtor’s effects, if they 
fhall amount to fo much, after payment of all his legal 
debts at the time. But in cafe the effects thall fall thort 
of this, the expence fhall be born entirely by the credi- 
tor himfelf, and he fhall not be entitled to repayment 
at any future period. 

4- But if, at the time the act of furrendry was made, 
or at the time {pecified by the judge for that re-appear- 
ance of the parties, the creditor fhall make oath before 
a judge, that he has reafon to believe, and is himfelf 
convinced, either that the furrendry has not been quite 
complete and fair, or that the debtor has been guilty 
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of culpable conduct, he thall, in that cafe, be entitled 
to demand a warrant for detaining the prifoner for the 
fpace of days, until he can be brought to a fair 
and open trial, to afceftain whether or not he has been 
guilty of the crimes laid to his charge. 

5. Hitherto, if I miftake not, our law only takes 
cognizance of frauds in bankrupt cafes, the punifhment 
of which is death; but as there may be {maller delinquen- 
cies which ought not to be allowed to efcape unpunifhed, 
though death would be deemed too fevere ; thefe delin- 
quencies may be fpecified by the name of culpable condu&y 
the punifhment for which trefpaffes, might be pillory 
or imprifonment, or both, at the difcretion of the judge, 
according to the degree of delinquency proved.. The 
creditor, therefore, fhould be at liberty to bring his ac- 
tion for one or the other trefpafs, as he fhould fee caufe. 
If the affidavit ran for a fraud, the culprit fhould be 
remanded to prifon. But if the accufation went so far- 
ther than culpable condué, the jadge fhould be empow- 
ered to admit thé*debtor ‘to bail, on his being able to 
find fureties to a fufficient amount, who fhall become 
bound for his appearance at the trial *. 

6. In all cafes of this fort, both in Scotland and Eng- 
land, the trial fhall be by jury only. 

7. If upon trial, the profecutor fhall fail in his proof, 
fo as that the jury acguifs the prifoner, the judge thall 
immediately declare him free at the bar: Nor fhall the 
debtor after his acquittal be liable te be again incarce- 


* It is fubmitted, whether in this cafe it would not be reafonable to 
require the fureties to become bound for the payment of a fum equal to 
the amount of the whele debt duc to the deponent or deponents, who thall 
appear and make oath on this occafion. , And that in cafe of forfeiting” 
the bail-bond, the money recovered upon this occafion fhall go wholly 
into the pocket of the deponent or deponents, without communicating 
it to any of the other creditors; and the fureties in this cafe fhall 
come in the place of the creditor or creditor: whom they have paid, and 
be entitled to rank among the creditors of the bankrupt for the § 


have paid, and as fuch, fhall obtain a proportional dividend of 
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rated, or brought to a trial at any “future périod, -for 
any thing refpecting debts that were owing by him at 
the, time of bis bankruptcy: |The profecutor, in this 
cafe, to be liable in all coits qwithout recourfe. If, on 
the contrary, the jury thal! find the prifoner gus/ty, the 
judge will of eauirls pronounce the fentence that the law 
awards. In this cafe, the expenice of the profecution 
thall be paid out of the debtor’s effeéts, before a divi- 
dend takes place among the creditors. 

7+ If the jury fliall perceive that circumftances upon 
the trial app¢ar fo fufpicious as to make them. hefitate 
about pronouncing the prifoner innocent though the proofs 
are not fo direét as to authorife them to pronounce him 
guilty, they may return a /pecial verdict, which fhall 
imply that the prifoner may be detained for the {pace of 

days longer, till a new trial can be bronght forward, 
In this cafe, the expences already, incurred, : thall, be 
paid by the profecutor, who fhall not be entitled to draw 
any part of it out of the debtor’s effe&ts; but it, thall 
conftitute a new claim againft the prifoner,the repayment 
of which the creditor may afterwards enforce by any 
means in his power, under the-conditions to be, after 
Specified. 

8. Where the jury give a /pecial verdif the »cifon+ 
er fhall be bailable or not, as betore, according to the 
nature of the crime he is charged with. 

g. And if a fecond, or any fubfequent jury fhall give 
another /pecial verdi@, the prifoner may be again ,and 
again brought to trial, till a jury thali fee proper either 
to acquit or to condemn him. And as to the expences 
incurred by each of thefe trials, including every thing 
from the time of the former trial, the nature of the 
fentence of each jury fhall determine by whom it fhall 
be borne, according to the rules above -laid down; 
every trial being paid by itfelf, and not liable to be in 

efpect affetted by the fentence to be pronounced 
bfequent trial. 
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/ 
10. Batin the event of a /pecial verdiG, the profe- 
cator thall not be obliged to carry his fuit farther than 
he fall incline ; and if, immediately after the trial is 
over, he fhall declare that he declines any farther pro- 
fecution, and ‘if no other creditor fhall come forward, 
atid make affidavit to the fame effect, and agree td 
go’on with the profecution, the prifoner fhall then’ be 
difmifféd'from the bar, though he fhall ftill be liable to 
be profecuted for this crime at any future period, until 
# final’ dividend of his effeéts have’ been made, but no 
fénger. Or if the profecutor fhall relinquith the trial at 
the time it ought to have come on ;—in that cafe, the 
prifoner fhall be difcharged, and the fame rule with re- 
gatd to experices fhall take place, as if he had been ac- 
~quitted by"the jury. This does not, however, preclude 
‘him from being again brought to trial at any time’ be- 
fore'the final dividend of his effe&ts, as is fpecified i in 
the next article. 

11. All the cafes above fpecified, only refpe& thofe 
débtors who have been committed to prifon, before their 
‘bankruptcy had. been declared. In cafes where a bank- 
‘ruptcy had been’ declared, when the perfon of the debt- 
or was free, the following regulations with refpeét to 
-imprifonment, appear to be jutt and equitable. 

12. In that cafe it thall be competent for any credi- 
tor, during the whole*of the time that thall elapfe from 
the period when the bankruptcy was declared, until 
the lait dividend of the effects ‘fhall have been made, to 
bring the debtor to a trial if he fhall fee fit, by making 
an affidavit in the manner above defcribed, and conduét- 
ing the profecution in every refpect as above. 

13. But if no perfon thall think proper to bring on a 
trial, before the laft dividend fhall have been made of 
the debtor’s effécts, it fhall not be competent ever after- 
wards, to bring on a trial for any thing refpeéting that 
bankruptcy; and the perfon of the debtor fhall, as to 
thefe debts,gbe ever after free from arrett. 

Vou, I. 
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14. By this mode of procedure, the perfog of: the 
debtor would be free, unlefs whére head been. convidt- 
ed of A crime. But itis by no means intended) thathe 
fhould be thus freed :from thofe debrs. that ftill'remain 
unnaitl; after all his effects have. been; fold... Thefe 
debts while und:/charged, thall remain a burden upon 
him.and-upon his heirs, in all time to.come..:Nor {hall 
any individual creditor be compellable to gram a dif- 
charge of his own particular debt, by any mode of pro- 

cedure whatever, unlefs he thall chufe:to do it velunta- 
rily and of his own accord, The law which at prefent 
exiftsin England, by which the confent of: a -certain 
ptoportion of the creditors, neceflarily grants a/dif- 
charge'from the whole, and that law in Scotland, 
which. in certain circumi{tances grants a general, dif- 
charge from. all debts, havi ing been only adopted 
to mitigate the feverity of our law refpec ting: imprifon- 
ment, and being evidently a great infringement of pri- 
vate right, and liable to confiderable abufes, ought to be 
entirely abrogated as unneceffary, were-the fyitem \hete 
propofed adopted. For:the fame reafon, it would feem 
proper; that all fanctuaries for debt, ought alfo in this 
fente to be done away as unneceflary, and liableto abufe; 
and general a¢ts of infolvency could no Jonger be ne 
ceffary. 
1s. Inevery cafe where a bankruptcy i is incurred, 
and a furrendry of effects of courfe takes place, the 
fame regulations that now are in force, for bringing the 
effects to a ready fale, and dividing the produce equal- 
ly among the whole creditors, may ftill fubfilt till other 
regulations fhall be deviled, that may promife to be 
more efficacious. “4 
16. But after a bankruptcy has once taken place, 
and a fubfequent equal dividend been made amoriz the 
creditors, though the claims of ‘each of thefe creditors 
continue to be good againit the debtor for all the unex- 
tingaifhed parts of their debts; yet n@jone of thefe 
jhall have power to bring on a fecond Het for 
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thefe debts, but each creditor fhall have a power, legal- 
ly to feize on the effeé?s of the debtor wherever they 
can be found, and to apply them 'to Ais cae ufe, with 
out comopynicating any part of them to the other credia 
— until his whole elaim fhall be finally extinguifhed! 

. But if the debtor thall contra&. any new debts 
fub! equent to his bankruptcy either to thefe fofmer 
creditors or others, if a fequeitration of effeéts thall-be 
made for any of thefe mew debts, while the debtor is not 
able to fatisfy all claims upon him; this fall neceffari- 
ly bring ona new bankruptcy,.which mutt as neceffari- 
ly produce an equa] dividend of the produce of the debt- 
or's whole effects among all his creditors at the time ; 
and on this-event, the o/d creditors fhall rank the fame 
as the new, in proportion to the amount of their re- 
ipective claims. 

18. iNew debtors in this cafe, fhall have the fame 
power to imprifon and to bring the debtor to a trial, 
as if it had been a firft bankruptcy. 

19. But that a man, whe, notwithftanding the out- 
ftanding debts againft him, has his perfon thus protect« 
ed from danger of imprifonment may be enabled to earn 
his bread, it fhould be enacted, that ini all cafes of ar- 
reft or fequeftration of efteéts, the neceflary tools for 
working in his profeflion ought to be excepted, as alfo, 
one fuit at leaft of body clothes for himfelf and each 
individual of his family. As many bedclothes likewile 
thould be protected, as fhould be deemed reafonably 
fufficient to defend th ne whole family from fuffering s by 
cold, and fo many of the kitchen utenfils of the plaineft 
fort, as are neceffary for readying common victuals for 
the family, without which it does not feem that pers 
fons can eafily fubfift in a ftate of civil fociety. 

20. And that no abufes might be fuffered to ereep in 
under this pretext, it fhail be {pecially required on every 
furrendry of gffects, that thefe excepted goods be all 
produced bef6re the « creditors at the time, to be infpected 


by them : 3; and if thofe produced thal] be judged of a kind 
Oo2 
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too fine, or too coftly for the occafion, thefe nray bere. 
‘tained if the creditors fhall fo incline ; aud others me-z 
plain, though equally ferviceable; to be fubftituted.ia 

their ftead. In every cafe, the whole goods: exeepred 

fhall be enumerated, and {pecially defcribed in the a¢t 
of furrendry ;:and any unfair concealment in this re- 

{pe& thall be’ accounted a fraud, and fhall be liable.to 

be profecuted as fuch. 

21. Should thefe regulations be adopted, though it 
would not be poffible in any circumftance to compel any 
creditor involuntarily to grant a difcharge until his 
whole claim was paid up; yet it is by no means in- 
tended to prevent a debtor from obtaining a relief from 
the preffure of his debts by means of a vo/untary difcharge 
from fuch of his creditors as might choofe to grant it, 
upon any terms of compofition they fhall think proper 
to accept. 

By thefe few regulations, it appears to me, that 
the'per/on of a debtor would be as much protected, as 
juftice and found policy could demand ; and his power 
of enjoying life as much prteferved, as feems to be con- 
fiftent with the juft rights of his creditors. Fraudu- 
Jent bankruptcies would in, thefe circumftances. be 
much lefs eafily carried into effect than at prefent, and 
creditors would have a far better chance of obtaining 
payment of their debts, than they can ever have under 
our prefent fyftem of laws. 

It willbe readily remarked, that thefe regulations would 
be beneficial,chiefly in regard to debtors in the ower ranks 
of life : who are, according to our prefent fy{tem of laws, 
particularly liable to be oppreffed by finall debts, and the 
community thus deprived of the benefit of their labour. 
It isfuch perfons chiefly, who,fromtheir being unobferved 
hy the great body of the people, are allowed to pine.in 
thefe manfions of mifery and villany, while their wretch- 
ed families, deprived of that labour which thould be 
their fupport, become an oppreffive burd@n on the in- 
duftrious part of the community, or a fevere fcourge on 
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the nation at large. .. It is perhaps impofhble: to, com- 
pute the full amount of the benefits that fociety would 
derive. from this meafure; but, taken in this: point of 
view, it is obvious it muft be very great. 

With regard to debtors of note, who ure in general 
greatly more culpable than thofe in lower rank, as they 
attract the attention of the people, the {pirit of the 
times affords them a proceétion, againtt fuffering undue 
feverities in prifon.— But fuch debtors would find it a 
much more difficult matter than they. now do, to fhake 
themifelves free from the effects of. a bankruptcy, and 
afterwards to live in affluence and {plendor, while ma- 
ny of their creditors were, through their means, re- 
duced to poverty and want. 

Further explanations on this fubjeé will be given in our 
next. I” Sdtert~ 


For the Bee. 


On the Prevalence of Error. 


Trotn is reality ; erroris nonentity. The ove is the 
fource of good, the other of evi/ to the human race.— 
In proportion to the deteftation of honeft men towards 
every {pecies of delufion, deception, and falfehood, fo 
fhould be their efforts in removing ignorance, inconfi- 
deration, undue prejudice, precipitance of judgment, 
and unjuft difcrimination as tothe refpectiveimportance 
of different fubje&ts and purfuits ; all of which give 
countenance and fupport to the prevalence of error.a- 
mong mankind. 

Whatever be the fubjeét under confideration, a due 
knowledge of it is an indifpenfible requifite, towards a 
true judgment thereof, Mankind, therefore, fhould en- 
deavour to balance the value of Anowledge, againft the 
temptations to ignorance, peculiar to their. refpettive {i- 
tuations in life. ‘hus, in high tank, the allurements 
to inferior pleafure, would more often lofe their influ- 
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ence in the contemplation of the more folid joys of reat 
fon :——Secular care and an anxiety for riches, would in 
the middle clafs, be lefs generally put in competition 
with an enlightened underftanding —while thofe in the 
lower walks of human life, would be more apt to grafp 
at every opportunity of inftruction, which had a ten: 
dency to elevate their minds, and to enable them the 
better to exercife their own faculties. 

The habits of men are greatly formed by education 
and circumftances. Often the one is deficient, and the 
ether unfavourable towards mental improvement. Of- 
ten too, the perfons themfelves, are infenfible of theit 
lofs in both, and thus reft fatisfied.—Ignorance and ere 
ror in thefe, are more to be lamented than blamed, 
‘There are others however, who have been early tanght 
more enlarged ideas and better fentiments, who have 
alfo met with duc encouragement to improve them, but 
neverthelefs, difcover an infenfibility to the worth of 
knowledge and truth, that can only be accounted for, 
from an inattention to their importance, Some favours: 
ite paflion, purfuit, or external circumftance, or all of 
thefe, engrofs their whole thoughts. Hence arife con- 
tracted fentiments, falfe conclufions, and mifapplication 
of talents. A reflecting mind will not fo allow itfelf 
to waite its powers upon inferior confiderations, io the 
negle& of the nobleft of all purfuits, that of truth. 
Would men duly contemplate the value of wifdomy, 
they would grafp at the means of it. 

Trath is one unchangeable thing ; but almoft every 
country has eftablifhed truths of its own, and each 
looks upon the other as poffeffed of error. Nay, there 
is fomething peculiar that belongs to the mode of think- 
ing and judging of every individual; and hence the fame 
thing will appear to different men in a different point 
of view. As foon as mankind come to years of under- 
ftanding, they are initiated into the principles of their 
parents, or of the country where they chance to live 3 
and early impreflions are generally permanent and laft- 
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ing. To the ideas'we have pic ked “up. in early. life, 
how apt are we to cherith a fond affeEtion ?, When thefe 
chaneé to be founded on truth, the prejudice. in,-their 
favour becomes u/eful, but if on error, extremely. pex- 
nicious. ~Often in,doth cafes however, they are more 
the effet of feeling and education, than-the refult of car 
own inquiry and inveftigation. Hence people often ve- 
neraté what they do not fufficiently } know, and makea 
great aco, about what theyare.unable.to give-areafon for. 
‘Yo hear the trath of their iples called. ia quettion, 
fiartics and aftonthes them 3 and as they are not aware of 
objections, they will often admit none. ‘They are hot and 
impatient under contradiction, and often uncharitable in 
their treatment. ' Thus it is that undue prejudice nar- 
rows and contraéts the mind, that it ftops the progrefs 
of truth and virtue in the world, and-cheérifhes hatred 
and malevolence amottg mankind... A man devoid of it, 
and pofieffed of true liberality of mind, who regards truth 
above every other confideration, {cts to work in order to 
find it.out for him/elf, perfeQAly regardlefs:where it may 
be found, whether among the many or the few, - or 
where it may lead him, providing he. difceyer it. ‘This 
is buying the truth ; and after he has.thus- bought: it, 
he will not fell it,- nor, make any mean compliances 
with the world ivconfiftent therewith.- _He knows that 
from various confiderations, mankind muft diifer,in epi- 
nion: this teaches him-candour and modeity, well we 
jag that truth exifts;.and that in however. varied tha 

it may appear in the world, it will jaally prevail na 
exhibit its own native luftre. 

Precipitance of judgment, is unfavourable to the in- 
terefts of truth. When a man is impatient in bis in. 
quiries ; when he will not be at pains to procure the 
requifite information ; when he wili not coolly and de- 
libetately weigh and digeft arguments ; when he‘infers 
general conclutions from particular cafes ; when he al- 
lows his mind to dwell too much on one fide of an ar- 
gument, to the negle&t of every other confidgration 
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which relate’ to’ the fubje€ in’ hand ; when he retails as 
vtruth, ‘what he\picks wp from dotibs/ul report and gens 
ral coriverfation ; when he is much prepofiefled by new 
‘external appearances and circumftances; when he is 
carried away by a love of novelty, or a propenfity to 
fingularity; when the fear'of deviating from beaten 
paths retards the progrefs of his enquiries ; be it from 
thefe, or whatever caufe, when a man fully decides 
upon any one thing, fo as to make it a principle of his 
own, previous to his ene it a complete inveftigation, 
he rus ar eminent rifk of falling into error, and of be- 
ing the mcan of diffufing it in fome degree or other. 

Man being’ an imperfect being, he often ftamps a /u- 
perior value upon inferior obje€ts. Prone to imitation, 
he frequently values and pyrfues things frivolous ih 
themfeives, from no other reafon than becaufe they are 
cuftomary, fafbionable; or generally adopted. There are 
many, who'are much more folicitous to ornament their 
bodies'than their ‘minds ; who prefer unprofitable amufe- 
ment, to’ thofe' which enrich the underftanding; whb 
‘place their éhief bappiriefs in the acquifition of riches; 
and who, "in fhort, are anxioufly careful ‘about ‘trifles, 
while invpottant matters are by:them much negleéted. 
Not that worldly enjoyments are to be defpifed ; ‘they 
‘elaim our gratitude : but it is a prepofterous way of judg- 
ing, to give them that place‘in our attention and reé- 
gard, to which from their nature they are not entitled. 
‘Error, falfe maxims and coriclifions, in this cafe, ufurp 
that place; due'to the fearch of truth and propriety. 
Ideas are cafily transferred from one cafe to ‘another’; 
their prevalence iticreafes ; habit renders them fo famili- 
“ar, a8 that their unfuitable ftation is {carce perceived ; 
atid thus the means of wifdom are weakened and un- 
dermined. “It is the bufinefs of reafon, to value every 
-obje& according to its real worth in the fcale of im-~ 
portance, and amidft varied purfuits, to give the prefery 
ence to thofe which in their nature challenge it. 
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Many miofe catifes might he, aligned for the ‘preva- 
lence of error; \but it is more properly the bufinetsef 


the preacher than the mora/if to point them outs: 
CanDibus: - 


Of Gypfum or PlafteF o : 
Ir is about a dozen of years fince this fubftance .was 
difcovered to operate as a powerful: manure, in certain 
cireun.{tances, -in France ; But fince the noife it made 
at. the beginning, we have heard little more of it. .Moft 
of our readers have of late heard from the public papers, 
of the wonderful effects that have refulted fromthenleof 
it in North America.. Some trials of gypfum, as,a.ma- 
nure, have béen made in England, without the defired 
fuecefs; one by Mr. Arthur Young, and two other.ex- 
periments by Sir Richard Sutton. But though thefe 
failed, there feems to be no reafon to doubt, from the 
facts ftated below, that in certain circumfances, this 
fubftgnce acts in a moft powerful manner as a manure. 
It is of much importance to the pra¢tical farmer, to 
know what are the peculiarities of foil, and circum 
ftances of crop that will infure him fuccefs; but.thefe 
can only be afcertained by fair and accurate experiments, 
made with care, and reported with fidelity. In -the 
mean tune, frorh what has already happened, let our 
young farmers be warned to moderate their expectations 
of fitecefs, until they fhall have tried it on their own 
fields in fmall quantities, fo as that the failure cannot 
materially affect their intereft: But the accounts that fol- 
low ate fo well attefted, as td ptove a fufficient indtice- 
ment, I fhonld imagire, to make every fpirited farmer 
try it.on his own /oi/, without trufting to the report of 
any other perfon. : 

tn agriculture, pethaps, moré than any other fcience, 
men ought to be extremely cautious in drawing general 
conclufions from particular facts, as our knowledge is 
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at beft fo limited, as'to prevent-us-fronr being able. to 
know: with cértainty the caufe ofrany one: phenomenon 
that occurs, refpecting rural operatiénss: “Phat gypfum 
thould‘in fome cafes aét as a very powerful manure, 
while in other ‘cafes it thallprove quite inert, is :no- 
thing farprifing : ‘Many other manures are in the fame 
predicament. Lime, in fome-cafes, fertilizes land to an 
aftonifhing degree, and in other cafes it produces no 
fort of effet at all: Both thefe I have myfelf experi- 
enced’: and though I krtow theories have been applied 
to a¢count for this peculiarity, that are in the mouth of 
every ftudent of agriculture, yet I can with great truth 
affert,: that I have feen thefe oppofite effects produced 
on two foils, that were fo much alike in every circum- 
ftance; that I could not perhaps havediftinguifhed the one 
from the other, before the experiment was tried ; and I 
have known feveral other manures that have producedef- 
feéts equaily oppofite on foils cpparent/y alike. Let noone 
therefore conclude, although his trials of the’ manure 
fhould prove abortive, that others will not find it an- 
fwer with them; neither let him rafhly infer, that bécaufe 
others have had wonderful fuccefs, he is certain of ex- 
periencing the fame. A fpirited improver will always 
endeavour to advance whenever he ‘fees a path opened 
before him ; but if he has prudence, he will, .advance 
with cautious circumfpection, and ftop whenever expe- 
tience teaches him‘he can go no farther with profit. 
With thefe cautions, I willingly lay the following  in- 
terefting papers before my readers. 


Extra of a Letter from a Gentleman in the State of | 
Pennfylvania to bis Friend in Quebec. + 


* You have inclofed fome account of the experiments 
and ufe-of the gypfum, or plafter of Paris; if amy fur- 
ther communication be neceffary, you fhall have it. 

‘¢ I fee by an account of a late publication of Arthut 
¥oung’s,. he mentions it as being ufeful as a manure, 
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but how, far he has publifhed the.ufe of it in England, 
i donot know.; as yet J have not-besn able to procure 
afight of bis treatifes i> vou. eo Gus ' 

.. This, mapupe..has produced. 3 great revolution in 
agriculture... ‘The fine watered and banked meadows in 
this country, are no longer held ,in, the eftimation they 
were; our dry,poor.uplands, from the effect of. this 
valuable and cheap manure, are infinitely more produc 
tive, and more valuable, than theybeft Jow. lands, I 
mean for grafs; in thort, the value. of farm-yard -ma- 
nure is aldo. much leflgned; for it,is.cheaper for the;far- 
mer to purchafe the platter at two-chirds of a dollar per 
bufhel,. for his grafs.land, than-to draw out. his dung 
thereon.) 

ss. This difcovery exceeds credibility ; it puzzles the 
philofopher, and aftonifhes the farmer. Indeed, it tells 
us all reafoning hitherto extended to the principles of 
vegetation, was without foundation; and that the;hu- 
nian race are in a total {tate of ignorance, refpecting- it.” 

\Expersnents on Gypfum asa Manure. 

In anfwer to your queries refpegting gypfum or plafter 
of Paris, 1 thall give you as full information as:f can, 
confiftent with my own and neighbour’s experiments. 

% The beft kind is imported from hills in the vicinity 
of Paris; it is brought down the Se:ne by water, and 
is exported from Havre de Grace. 1 am informed there 
ate large beds.of it up. the Bay of Fundy, fome of 
which I have fegn nearly as good as that from France ; 
but feveral cargoes brought from thence to Philadelphia, 
have been ufed without effect. It is probable this was 
taken from the top of the ground, and was, by the in- 
fluence of the fun:and atmofphere, difpoffeiled of the 
qualities neceflary for the purpofe of vegetation. ‘The 
lumps compofed of flat fhining /pecilaris, are preferred 
to thofe which are formed of pound particles like fand ; 
when pulverized, and put dry in an iron pot over the 
fire, that which is good will foon boil, and great quan- 
tities of the fixed air efcape by ebulition. It is pulve- 
Pp2 
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rized by firft ftampnig it in 4 amping mill, and thew 
gtinding it in‘a common grilt mil. The finer its: pul- 
verization, the better; it will thereby: be more. genes 
rally diffufed: “ti beft to‘ fow itin a wet day + but 
if thaé is not convehient, it fhould be alittle meiftened; 
when you Gan fow it‘at any time. | Phe moft approved’ 
quantity for grafs, is'fix buthels pér tre. No art’ is! 
required in’ fowing at; mosé than making its diftribu- 
tion as’ equal as poilible dh the fward of gtafs.! Tt ope- 
rates altogether as a top mature, and' therefore fhould 
not be put on in the fpring, until the eperation of the 
froft‘is 6ver, “nor until vegetation hath begun. ~The 
general timé for fowitig it is in April, May, June, Julyy 
Auguft, and even as late as September. Its effect will 
generally appear in ten or fifteen days ; after which the 
growth ofthe grafs will be fo great as ‘to produce a 
large burden at the end of fix weeks‘efter fowing. It 
mutt bé fown on dry land, fot fubje& to overflow.: F 
have:fown it on fand, Satis, and clay ; atid ‘it is difficult 
to fay on which it has belt an{wered, although the ef- 
fect.is: fooner vifible on the fand.... It has been ufed as 
a manure in this State for upwards of twelve years. 

Its duration may, from the ‘beft information I can col- 
let, be eftimatéd! from feven to. ten ‘years; for, like 
other manures, its continuance muft very much depend 
on the nature of the foil on which it is placed., One of 
iy neighbours fowed.a piece of. his grafs. ground fix 
years ago—another fowed a field fopr years ago—a 
great part of my own farm was fownin May 1788.— 
We regularly mow two crops, and pafture in the Au- 
tumn. No appearance of failure, the prefent crop being 
full as good as any preceding. I have this feafon mow- 
ed about fifty acres of red clover, timothy, whire clover, 
&c. which were plaftered laft May, July, and Septem- 
ber,-. Many who -faw the grafs, eftimated the produce 
at two tons per acre; but I calculate forthe two crops 
three tons, cyveral ftrips were left in the different 
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fidlis without platters thefe wee’ unproductive,and not 
worl MIO WHR FOR BOSS "y 
eed April’ 488, T covered 2 fmall: piece of, grafs. 
gtouid upwards ‘of twovihches' thick, with’ farm-yard 
mantré; inthe fame worn-out’ field’ I fowed platter to 
cofitraft it with’ the ‘dung: Iomewed the dunged and 
plattered land twice laf year, and once this: in every 
crop, the plafter has ptoduced the moft. You will re- 
member; in dJl' your'experiments with clover, you fhould 
mix about éne third of timothy-grafs (eed ; it is of great , 
advantage inferving ‘as a‘ fupport for the clover, as it 
prevents it from falling; it very ‘much facilitates the 
aiting of the cloverj'and when aired, is a fuperior fod- 
der. ‘Lhe platter operates’ equally’ as well on the other 
grafles as on clover!” ‘Its effe&t is faid to be good, if 
fown invthe fpring, on wheat; but this I cannot fay 
from experience.’ On Indian corn, ‘EP know its opera- 
tion to “be'gteat. We ufe it: at the' rate of a table 
fpoonful for a hill, put on immeédiately‘after dreffing. 
From fome ‘accurate experiments Jaft ‘year, and re- 
ported to our Agriculture Society, it appears, that 
wine ‘buthels of additional corn per acre was produced 
by this ‘much of plafter. As the ufe of this cheap 
and* extraordinary manure has now become very 
general in this State, and-many accurate and judicious 
farmers are now making experiments thétewith,I doubt 
not:but its ufes at the clofe of the feafon will be better 
known afid further extended; when I thall be happy 
to make a communication thereof to you. 


Experiments, Sc. on the Plater of Paris, made in the 
Province of Pennf{ylvania ;—Communicaied by a Gen- 
tleman in Quebec, Member of the Agricultural Society. 


Copy of a Letter from Robert Morris to Feffe Lawrence, 


“. After the converfation which paffed between thee 
and me, on the fubjeét of plafter of Paris, I conceived 
it might not be improper to give thee an account of the 
feyeral trials which | have made with it as a manure 
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forJand, Perhaps.it.might haye been imithe year 1775, 


that it was recommended to me as a manure for land;. 
L accordingly. purchafed five bufhels, yet my faith these- 
in .was,fo. weak, thatit. lay by me until4778, when, 
in. the month of; March; Liowed at the rate of two bush. 
els anda half per acre, on{fome gtound which I had til, 
led and fowed. with cloyer feed, the fpring preceding, 
leaymmg.a, pi¢ce in the middle not fown,and likewife on 
each fide. ‘Thatfeafon where there was.no plafter fown, 
the clover flood enthe ground about twelve inches high; 
but where. the plafter was [own, the clover ftood upon an 
average, thirty-four inches high. This ground I mowed 
for about four, feafons after; T found, it to have lef 
gtaf-every yeaty,theugh that which was fown with the 
plaftes-had ds-much miort in proportion ds the figtt year, 
I. afteswards} ploughed -up au this, ground, except a 
quarter of an acta; upon this, I ‘again put platter of Pa- 
tq an the, year, 1785, and no othér manure whatever 
face }47.78 3, andlit is now in. much better order than 
it was.at that time, .and it has produced me about two 
tons of hay, every year fincey for the firft crop, anda 
tolerable good fecond crop, and fometimes a third crop, 
or very good pafture ;:thongh the laft time I manured 
#t I put in the proportidn of fix bufbels of plafter’ to 
an acre. I have likewife made many experiments other- 
wifes, I have tried it: with Indian’ ¢orn, where it does 
tolerably well; with buck-wheat, and it makes it grow 
fo rapidly, that jt had always fallen. down, and I have 
loft my crop. . J jhayé tried it with wheat; and it is not 
poffible to difcover that it makes any difference when 
fown-on the crop }- bat whien it is fown on grafs ground, 
and this grourid turned up and laid down in wheat, it 
is amazing: the advantage it is of to the crop. Laft fall 
was a year, I put down about eight acres of wheat, 
whith Tharrowed in, and then fowed clover feed, which 
came up and looked very fine in the fall ; but the win- 
ter ‘being very fever,’ with but little fnow, the clover 
was dead in the fpring; when I fowed it again with 
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clover feed, and about fix buthels of plafter-of Paris-to 
the acre ; and by harveft time I had clover all over the 
piece, about twelve inches high, ‘and which I mowed 
in about two or three wéeks after my wheat was cut; 
I believe I might have cut a full ton of hay off from 
each acre; and I am well fatished, that if I had not 
put any platter of Paris on it, I fhould mot have had 
any grafs that I could haye cut. I have likewife fold 
this manure to many pole in this State, as well as in 
New-Jerfey, Maryland, Delaware, &c.; and after trial, 
their applications. to me have been very gteat, which 
induces me, to believe they lave found the like benefits 
from the ufe of, it as Lhave myfelf. 
With refpect, I am thy friend, 

Rogert Morais.” 






















Philadelphia, Feb. 15, 1789. 
« T, Clement Biddle, Efg. Notary Public for the Com- 
ieamienlah of Fenplylvania, duly. commifhoned and 
qualified, do certify, that Robert,Morris miller and 
farmer of the county of Philadelphia, by whom the 
foregoing writing, certified by him in his hand-writing, 
tome well known, is. a perfon of good charater and 
reputation, and that | have been on his farm, and have 
feen great appearance of improvement in the produce 
thereof, from the ufe of plafter of Paris; and am of 
opinion, that credit is due to his certificate before writ- 
ten, relative thereto. ‘The faid_plafter of Paris came 
from Nova Scotia, and is,of great repute. 
«In teftimony whereof, 1 have hereunto fet my hand, 
and fixed my notorial feal, at Philadelphia, this 1Sch 
day of February, 1789. 
















Crement Bronte, N. P.” 
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Thoughts on the Corn Laws, 


With a view to Tae: new Corn Bill. 


By the Editor. 


Arr the prefent time; when the attentidn of the country 
is called to confider the nature of thé ¢orn-laws, a few 
obfervatiotis on that fubject will not be‘deenied unfed- 
fonablt. * ' 

For a good. many years paft, our cofti-laws have 
been only temporary enactments, with a view, 4s it 
would feem, to give time for difcovering what waé the 
beft fyftem to be adopted in this importarit department: 
It is now propofed to make a permanent law, with the 
avowed intention of continuing unaltered for a great 
many years; itis’ therefore of much importance that 
the fubjedt thould now be coolly difcuffed, fo that fuch 
efrors as may permanently affect tlte welfare of thé 
country may be avoided: 

The fubje& is avowedly of great importtarice ; and 
the inveftigation of it is attended with intricacy. A 
difference of opinion therefore; in mdny pafticiflars,ma 
take place even among thofe men who hate made poli- 
tical €conomy a principal obje& of their attention : But 
among the great body of the people, who have never 
been accuftomed to judge with precifion on fuch intri- 
cate fubjeéts, a ftill greater variety of fentiments muit 
prevail. Truth, however, which is all that either par- 
ty can in this cafe fearth for, can only be difcovered by 
a calm unprejudiced inveftigation; and it will be well 
if every perfon when he begins it. will try to di- 
velt himfelf of prejudices which tend to confound, but 
never can enlighten mankind. 

In confidering the corn-laws, thete are two leading 
queftions that require to be feparately examined, viz. 

ift. Isa bounty on the exportation of corn, under the 
beft regulations that can be adopted, capable of pro- 
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moting the good of the community at large, or the re- 
verfe ? 

If this queftion fhould be gefolved in the affirmative, 
it will next be neceflary‘to comfider, what regulations 
the trade in this article ought to be put under, fo as to 
produce the greateft good, and avoid inconveniences 
as much as poflible. 

With regard to the firft of thefe queftions, which 
fhall furnifh the fubject of our prefent difcuffioh, men 
of great eminence have ranged themfelves on oppofite 
fides. From the time a bounty on the exportation of 
corn was granted in Britain, about a hundred years ago, 
till a few years paft, it was the fafhion to confider a 
bounty as highly beneficial. But of late, a man of great 
eminence, whofe name will long be held in refpect by 
political enquirers +, has ventured to reprobate this fyf- 
tem as abfurd, and has of courfe got many followers. 
He contends that fuch a bounty on exportation of corn 
gives birth to many frauds and inconveniences, which 
he thinks might be totally removed by granting an un- 
limited freedom to this kind of trafhc, as well as to 
trade of every other kind. 

There is fomething fo apparently liberal in this idea, 
that it is apt to captivate the mind, and to difpofe in- 
genious perfons to with th's fyftem may be founded on 
truth ; and the refpect that is juftly due to every opi- 
nion of a man of fuch eminence forbids that it fhould 
be lightly paffed over: but in a cafe of fo much i impor- 
tance, it is neceflary to proceed with great caution. 
Since the time that the bounty was granted, this coun- 
try is well known to have profpered abundantly ; and 
though this circumftance does not furnifh an argument 
that alone ithould be deemed conclufive, it affords fuf- 
ficient grounds for proceeding with the utmoft caution 
hefore this fyftem be departed from. 

The great objects to be aimed at in a corn-law, are, to 
encourage the growthof grainin this country, to keepthe 

+ Dogtor Adam Smith, Author of the Wealth of Nations. 
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average price of that commodity, as nearly the fame as 
pofhible, and as low as circumftances can permit. The 
regulations which tend in the moft effeCtual manner to 
do thefe things, are without doubt the beft; and it is 
fuch a fyftem alone that fhould obtain the fupport of 
every patriotic member of the community. As to the 
plan calculated to keep the:prices of grain permanently 
higher than they might otherwife be, if ever fuch a 
plan was devifed, it ought to be reprobated with horror 
by every honeit man; or if it could be carried into prac- 
tice, it thould be guarded againit with the moft anxious 
folicitude. ‘The attempt, however, I think, would be 
equally vain, as impolitic and villanous. 
Agriculture is a manufacture, and muft, like other 
manufactures, be carried on at a certain expence of 


ftock and labour ; which expence mult be repaid by the . 


price of the produce, otherwife the bufinefs cannot be 

carried on. ‘The fame reafoning, therefore, that wiil 
apply to manufactures in general, will alfo apply to 
agriculture in this refpect. 

There is perhaps no pofition lefs generally liable to 
exception than this: “ ‘That the furelt way of bringing 
any branch of manufacture to the very loweft price that 
it can poflibly be afforded for, is to provide fuch 2 
market for that article as can never be overftocked ; 
that manufacturers, however numerous, fhall be seas 
certain of getting money at the time they find it ne- 
ceflary, without being obliged to let the goods lie long 
on hand, or to fell them greatly below prime coft. ‘The 
reafon for this is plain. When a manufacturer finds a 
conftant ready market for his goods, he is at liberty to 
extend his bufinefs as far as he finds it convenient, and 
to adopt every contrivance for diminifhing the expence, 
that ingenuity, aided by a fuitable capital, can devile; 
and as the rifk in this cafe is inconfiderable, he is con- 
tented with a much fmaller fhare of profit, than would 
be neceffary to induce him to engage in any branch of 
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bufinels that was more precarious. Hence it ever muft 
h: ippen, that in manufactures thus circumftanced, larger 
capitals will be employed, greater ingenuity will ‘be 
exerted, more p ib paaay ur e tt iblifhments will be adopted 
than in thote that are lefs fteady. Tn this manner, the 
actual prime coft to the m anufacturer wiil be confidera- 
bly diminifhed ; and as the owner will be at the fame 
time induced to be content with a fmaller rate of pro- 
fit than he otherwife would have required, it muft 

appen_ that from a concurrence of both caufes the 
price of the commodity at market, by a general com- 
petition of many individuals, wiil be reduced tothe very 
loweit rate for which it can be afforded. 

Apply this do¢trine to agriculture, and it will appe 
that a bounty on exportation, in a country fituated like 
Britain, ought to tend i in a powerful manner to mode- 
rate, upon the whole, the price of grain,—By means 
of that bounty, a more fteady market, in years of plen- 
ty, is peoridea for corn on the fea-coafts, than could 
otherwife be ob:ained for it; and, of courfe, farmers 
are never afraid of overftocking the market, or of ever 
fpending a thought, hew they 1 may diminifh their pro- 
duce, fo as not to over-fupply the demand.—Their 
whole attention and care, theschoed, will be applied to- 
wards the augmenting the quantity of their produce, 
and diminithing the expence of obtaining it. 

From this confideration alone, the beneficial effects 
of a bounty muft be apparent to any confiderate mind, 
even from reafoning only.— But the truth of this rea- 
foning is {till more abundant! ly confirmed by well-known 
facts, the only fure criterion of truth in matters of this 
fort. 

Norfolk and Suffolk are the principal places from 
ahenee grain has been eaported from Britain under the 
% rence of the bounty.—If th at bounty tended to raife 
he price of grain upon the whole,as thofe whodi ifapprove 
of it cor itend, it ought neceflarily to happen that the a- 
Verage prices in thefe cou ntries ouzht to be higher 


r 
2 
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than the,average prices of the fame kind of grain ino. 
thex,parts. of the kingdom, from whence no exportation 
has,ever been made. -—But fo far-is this from. being the 
cafe, that it appears by the annexed tables, copied from 
the, London. Gazette, that.on an average of ten years 

ft, the price.of wheat.in thefe countries has been at 
leaft four fhillings a quarter below the average prices 
of all England +. And if the average of the inland coun- 
ties.alone, where the operation of the bounty law can- 
not take place, had been taken, the price of thefe ma- 
ritime counties would have been nearly eight fhillings 
the quarter, or one fhilling the bufhel lower than the 
inland counties.— Whether the bounty has been actual- 
ly the fole caufe of fuch a very great fall in the average 
price of grain on the fea-coaft, I wiil not pofitively af- 
tert ;——but from this palpable fact, there isnot any room. 


Average Price of Wheat for 18 years from the sth o 
T 8 3 Jor 18 3 5 
Fanuary 1770, to the 5th of Fanuary 1789. 


Of alt England, | In Norfolk. | In Suffolk. 


Years. £- s. d,\Years. £: 
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to doubt, that it has been the caufe of a very great fall 
in the price in the maritime parts of the kingdom; and 
that that fall of price on the coafts muft alfo have mode- 
rated the price of grain in the midland counties, cannot 
admit of a doubt. In this point of view, therefore, the 
bounty has been clearly beneficial, as tending dire@ly 
to moderate the price of grain. 

Should it be alleged, that a free importation and ex- 
portation of corn would have produced the fame effedt, 
I would anfwer that this could not be expected. Grain 
is a bulky article, and cannot be moved from place to 
place, but at a great expence. ‘The warehoufing and 
freight of it, therefore, amounts to fo much, that were 
not fome contrivance adopted for dimihifhing thefe ar- 
ticles, the market for it would be fo unfteady, as to re- 
duce the price, in years of great plenty, much below 
the prime coft of it to the farmer, which would difcou- 
rage him from profecuting that bufinefs with fpirit, and 
make him raife fo little in future, as to keep the prices 
in general very high, as is at prefent the cafe in the 
midland counties in England, where, although the foil be 
much richer than in many of the maritime fhires, the 
farmers find it more their intereft to apply their fields 
to gtazing, than to agriculture ; and therefore, cannot 
rear grain, unlefs they get a higher price for it, than 
the farmers along the coaft are well content to re- 
ceive. 

Thefe obfervations might be extended much farther, 
and illuftrated by many cafes that could eafily be pro- 
duced: But this would be too long a difcuffion for this 
mifcellany. To the above, I thali therefore only add 
ohe other confideration, that deferves to. be well attend- 
ed to, as a confequence of the law, authorifing a bounty 
on the exportation of corn; and which will not readily 
occur to thofe who are not acquainted with the practice 
of agriculture, as well as with the theory of com- 
merce. 
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It was obferved by Swift, with his ufual acute: 
nefe, ‘*that he who raifes two {talks of corn, where only 

ore grew before, does a more effential fervice to the 

community, than the greateft politician that ever exift- 

ed;”’ and the obférvation is well founded.— He who pro 
duiees a greater quantity of human futtenance in a flate, 
than it would otherwife have afforded, may be faid, in 

a certain fenfe, to produce more men, and thus to add 

to the ‘power and the ftrength of the fate, in the molt 

ufiequivocal manner. Individuals, however, in their 

own operations, can only attend, each to his own im. 

mediaté profit; and it ought to be the ftudy of ati é€n- 

lightened legiflature, to adopt fuch regulations as fhall 
naturally tend to render the profit of individuals con- 
tributive to the general profperity of the ftate. Now, 
it fo happens, that the bounty on grain exported pros 
duces precifely this effec ;—for, by affording a ready 
market for the produce of cultiv ated fields, it flimu- 
lates the owners of wafte lands properly fituated, to con- 
vert them into corn fields, and thus to augment their 
natural produce, perhaps a hundred fold beyond what 
it otherwife would have been. Thefe fields, alfo, 
after being thus once converted into tillage, come in 
their turn, by the well-underftood rotation of crops, to 
be turned once more into artificial paftures, much more 
rich and abundant in heibage, than the original heath 
from which they were recovered.—Thus room is given 
for ftill more waftes to be inverted into corn-fields, and 
more corn-lands to be turned into artificial pafture ; fo 
that a conftant progrefs in melioration is eftablifhed, and 
whole countries are gradually converted into rich fields, 
which, but for this circumftance, would have remain- 
ed, to the end of time, barren deferts. Con/fidered in 
this point of view, the benefits of the bounty on the 
exportation of corn, are perhaps ineltimable to the com- 
munity. 

Nor is this hypothetical reafoning only—it is fup- 
ported by the evidence of facts that are ftrong and in- 
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controvertible. In. the inland counties ;of England, 
where the inducements to the culture of grain are fewer 
than on the coaft, few are the waftes comparatively, 
that have been cotiverted 1 into tillage; and of courfe the 
augmentation of the produce of human dood has been 
there, but very inconfiderable ; but in the maritime 
counties of Scotland and of England, the cafe is very 
different.—There you can {carcely look around you, but 
ou fee large tracts of land, now bearing abundant.crops 
of corn aa grafs, that, within the memory of man, 
were dreary wales, or extenfive traéts of barren heath. 
The whole county of Norfolk, which was in fome re- 
fpects become a pattern in agriculture, owes its creation 
if 1 may adopt a itrong term, to this caufe. Had it 
been beyond the reach of the bounty, it would proba- 
bly have remained, till this day, a barren plain, cover- 
ed with briars, hea, and other ufelefs plants, with fcarce 
a blade of grafs interfperfed among them, and not a 
ftalk of corn.— Who can behold the change without a- 
ftonifhment and admiration 
Thefe confiderations, without entering upon others 
in this place, that might be eafily adduced, feem to 
thew, that a bounty on the exportation of corn, under 
proper regulations, may have a natural tendency to be- 
nefit the country in a very effential degree.—It by no 
means follows, however, that the diftribution of a boun- 
ty cannot be managed i in fuch a way, as to fruftrate, in 
fome meafure, thefe beneficent purpofes, and to produce 
certain inconveniences of a very ferious nature, that 
ought to be guarded againft with care. The corn-laws 
of Britain have, in fact, been hitherto fo imperfectly 
formed, as to be productive of many evil confequences, 
that ought in future to be guarded againft. Thefe evils 
were obferved, and carefully marked by Dr. Smith, 
which probably induced him, too haftily, to adopt the 
opinion, that to get rid of theie, it would be expedient 
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to grant no bounty at all *: But if it can be made ap- 
pear, that thefe evils have originated, merely from im- 
proper arrangements, that admit of being eafily correct- 
ed, it will be found unneceffary to refort to the dange- 
rous remedy that he has recommended. In confidering 
the fecond queftion above announced, occafion will be 
given, to fee whether the law now propofed, is calcu- 
Jated to effe€ this purpofe or not, which fhall form the 
fubjeét of another difquifition in fome early number of 
this work. 


— 


Chorus, from Lavinia, a dramatic Poem in five AGS, 
written on the Model of the ancient Greek Tragedy +. 


See where the God of battle comes! 
Terror fits upon his brow ; 
Rage augments his {welling veins. 
Mark! how from forth his burning eye 
Beamy lightnings flafh around. 


* The only reafon for mentioning Dr. Smith in this paper, is refpe& 
to one whofe name is defervedly held in fuch high eftimation by every 
perfon who has occafion to examine fubjects of the nature here treated. 
His work has been univerfally read, and muft be expected to have made 
a deep impreffion on the minds of many perfons who have not had op- 
portunities of forming a decided judgment from thcir own obfervations. 
If therefore, in any cafe he has erred, (and what human being has 
not erred) ? it becomes highly neceffary to point out thefe accidental dee 
viations. I fhould have had fome hefitation, however, to have entered on 
this difquifition, now that he is dead, had not the fubftance of thefe re- 
marks, with many others to the fame purport, been publifhed, more than 
a dozen of years ago, and fubjected to his own revifal. (See obferva- 
tions on National Induftry, let. xiii, p. 8.) It was fince that period, my 
acquaintance with that liberal-minded. man commenced ; and fince then, 
I have experienced from him many civilities and marks of polite atten- 
tion. Thofe who are in fearch of truth only, confider every one who 
has the fame obje@ in view, as friendly co-operators in one great re- 
fearch, without being offended at accidental difference of opinion. 


+ This work is propofed to be publifhed by fubfcription, price 5s. The 
foliowing note accompanies it. 

The author humbly and earneftly folicits the patronage of the public. 
His fortune bas lately fuflained a confiderable injury, and bis health is in 2 de- 
clining flate. . 
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Now he thakes his pond’rous fpear.— 

Yet hear, O Mars! a moment hear. 

Think on the Orphan’s piercing cries ; 

Think on the Matron’s ftreaming eyes ; 

Think on the dying Father’s fpeechlefs woe :— 
Oh ! think on thefe, and yet fufpend the blow. 


And thou, Bellona! who wert wont 
Acrofs th’ embattled field to drive 
Thy foaming courfers, urging {till 
Thy brother to the burled fight. 
The while fell difcord rudely dight 
In tatter’d garments flies the car before— 
Her tatter’d garments drench’d (O dreadful fight!) in 
human gore ! 


To thee we bend. O Goddefs! grant our prayer. 
Quick from forth this blood-ftain’d plain, 
urn thy chariot’s falchion’d wheels : 
O contemplate yon heaps of flain ; 
Think on the pangs our country feels— 
Our country, once of ufeful arts the nurfe. 
Now groaning from a Tyrant’s heavieft, deadlieft curfe. 


To the Editor of the Bee. 


Wuar name fo proper to exprefs 
A well directed plan, 

That boafts the philanthropic aim, 
Of ufefulnefs to man. 


The Bee from every op’ning flower, 
Culls with induftrious care, 

Thofe fweets, which wrought within her cell, 
Afford delicious fare, 


Whether they grace the gay parterre, 
Or deck the humble plain ; 
Vot. I. Rr 





314 THE BEE, OR 


From all, fome beneficial ftore 
She labours to obtain. 


And thus, through all th’ expanded fields 
f {cience you may roam, 
And while fele&ting foreign {weets, 
Enrich your native home ! 


A fimple flowret of the mead, 
No ftores can I impart, 

Yet would [ then the wifh exprefs 
That glows within my heart. 


May every liberal, ufeful art 
Adorn this favour’d Ifle ! 

There may the peaceful virtues dwell, 
And fotter’d genius fmile. 


And may the.labour of the Bee, 
To noble ends inclin’d, 

Meet fuccefs, and obtain applaufe 
From every candid mind. 


May nothing trifling, falfe, or vain, 
Its notice e’er engage, 

But learning, reafon, fenfe and truth, 
Illumine every page ; 


Nor ever feel th’ envenom’d thafts, 
That baneful envy throws ; 

The malice of pretended friends, 
Or {corn of open foes. 


And, glorying in my country’s pride, 
Pll gladly hail the day, 

When firft your infant work infpir’d 
This tributary lay. 


ScoTIANNA. 
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The Parifh of Holywood from Sir Fobn Sinclair's fla- 
tiftical account of Scotland. 


Origin of the Name. 


Hotywoop is evidently derived from the holy wood, or 
grove of oak trees, which furrounded a large Druidical 
temple ftill ftanding, within half a mile of the parifh- 
church. It is formed of twelve very large whin or moor 
ftones as they are called, which inclofe a circular piece of 
ground of about eighty yards in diameter. The oaks have 
now all perifhed; but there is a tradition of thei exifting in 
the laft age. Many of their roots have been dug out of the 
ground by the prefent minifter; and he has ftill one of them 
in his poffeffion. 

Situation, Extent, and Surface.—The parifh lies in the divi- 
fion of the county of Dumfries, called Nithfdale, in the 
Prefbytery and Synod of Dumfries. It is about ten Englifh 
miles long, and one and an half broad, on an average. It 
is bounded by the parifh of Dumfries on the eaft; by Ter- 
regles, Kirkpatrick-Irongray, and Kirkpatrick-Durham, 
on the fouth; by a fmall part of Glencairn, and a large 
tract of Dunfcore, on the weft and north; and by Lirkma- 
hoe on the north-eaft. Being fituated in the middle of a 
broad valley, it is in general flat and low land. The hills 
in the parifh are neither high nor rocky. 

Rivers. —The River Nith runs along the whole of the 
eaft end of the parifh, interfecting it, however, in one place 
for above a mile iu length. The river Cliden, alfo a con- 
fiderable one, runs along the fouth fide of the parifh above 
eight miles, and interfects it in three places, emptying it- 
felf into the Nith in the fouth-eait corner of the parifh, near 
the old College or Proveftry of Lincluden, which ftands 
on the Galloway fide of the river, in the parith of Terregles. 

Fifb.—The Cluden abounds in fine burn trouts, a few 
pike of a middle fize, and of excellent quality,fome falmon, 
fome fea trout, and herlings+. The Nith produces the 


+ Herlings are a fmall kind of trout, alittle larger than a herring, and 
thaped like a falmon ; its flefh is reddifh hke that of the falmon or ica 
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fame kinds of fifh, but with this difference, that the herlings, 
fea trout and falmon, are much more plentiful in it than 
in the Cluden. One peculiarity deferves particular notice: 
Though the two rivers join at the fouth-eaft corner of 
the parifh, each has its own diftin& fpecies of falmon. 
_ The Cluden falmon are confiderably thicker and fhorter 
in their body, and greatly fhorter -in their head than 
thofe of the Nith. The burn trouts abound in the {pring 
and fummer ; ‘the herlings and fea trout in July and Au- 
guft; and the falmon from the beginning of March to the 
beginning of O&ober. The falmon is in the greateft per- 
fection in June and July. In the fpring it fells for about 
one fhilling a pound of fixteen ounces, and gradually de- 
creafes in price as the feafon advances, to 24d. a pound. It 
is all fold in the town of Dumfries, and to the families in 
the adjacent country. Dumfries being fo near, and ma- 
ny of the fifhermen living in the town, the price in that 
market, and on the {pot where it is caught in this parith, 
it always the fame. The prices of the other kinds of fith 
are always a little lower than that of falmon; and they 
rife and fall with it. About ten years ago, the price of 
fifh in this country was fearcely half of what it is at pre- 
fent. The increafed price is perhaps owing, in part, to 
the increafed confumption, and luxury of the inhabitants, 
but principally to the great demand for this fifth, to fup- 
ply the rich and populous manufacturing towns in Lan- 
cafhire ; for within thefe laft ten years, very confider- 
able quantities of frefh falmon have been fent, by land car- 
riage, intothat country, from the Solway Frith, and the 
mouths of all the rivers that run into it. 

Soil.—The foil of this parith is of four different kinds, viz. 
a confiderable traét of land,about a fourth part of the parifh 
in the eaft, along the river Nith, and on the fouth for about 
teven miles up the river Cluden, is a deep, rich, light loam, 
and free from ftones : 2d, Another fourth part, contiguous 
to the former, is a light, dry, fertile foil, lying on a bed of 
fandy gravel, producing heavy crops of corn and grafs in a 
thowery feafon ; but it is greatly parched up in dry feafons: 


trout, but confiderably paler. They abound in all the rivers in this part 
of the country, and have the name of herling in ali the adjoining pa- 
~j 
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3d, Another fourth part, which joins this laft, is a deep 
ftrong loam, interfperfed with ftones, upon a tilly bed; it is 
naturally wet, Riff to plough, and not fo fertile as either of 
the two former ; but, when drained, limed, and properly 
wrought, more productive both of corn and grafs than 
either of them, in all varieties of feafons, excepting only a 
cold and wet fummer. 4/4, The remaining part which is 
hilly, is fomewhat fimilar to the laft, only not fo deep and 
wet ; it produces a kind of grafs, neither very fine nor 
very coarfe, which in fome of the higher parts of the hills 
is mixed with heath, anda few other hard weeds. 

Air, Climate ,&3c.—The air is dry,and remarkably whole- 
fome. The fingular healthinefs of the inhabitants may, 
however, be attributed to the following caufes. They do 
not live in towns or even villages ; they are not employed 
in fedentary occupations ; being either country gentlemen 
or farmers ; they live in houfes detached from each other ; 
they are engaged in a¢tive employments in the open air ; 
they are induftrious, fober and cheerful. The drynefs of 
the air, is owing to the peculiar local fituation of the pa- 
rifh. The clouds intercepted by the hills on every fide, float 
in fogs on the top of them, while the inhabitants enjoy a 
clear and dry air in the valley. At other times when the 
clouds break into rain on the hills, or the fides of the valley, 
while the fkirts of the fhowers only reach its central parts. 
Add to thefe circumftances, that the two rapid rivers carry 
off the fuperfluous water from the land, and the moifture 
from the air. 

Seed-time, and Harveft.—The time of fowing wheat is 
from the middle of September to the middle of O@ober ; 
oats, peafe, beans, hemp, and flax, from the roth of March 
to the middle of April; potatoes and barley from the 
middle of April to the roth of May ; and turnips from the 
1cth to the 24th of June. The harveft generally begins 
about or before the middle of Auguft : and the crop is got 
totally into the barns, and barn-yards, by the end of Sep- 
tember. Incold and wet feafons, like the laft, it is, how- 
ever, fomewhat later. 

Epidemical Difeafes—No \ocal diftempers, or ficknefs of 
any kind are prevalent in the parifh. In the months of 
February and March, indeed, fome fevers appear among the 
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people of low circumftances, efpecially in that diftri&@ of 
the parifh, which lies in the narnoweft part of the valley; 
but thefe feem chiefly owing to poor living, and bad accom- 
modation during the winter feafon, and perhaps, to the 
dampnefs of the preceding months. 

Manufadures.—It was before mentioned, that there are 
neither towns nor villages in the parifh, but that the inhabi- 
tants live in detached houfes: manufactures, therefore, can- 
not well exift in this diftrit. The dearnefs of fuel is ano- 
ther obftacle: Peats are bad, fcarce, and confequently dear; 
and coals are either carted twenty-four miles land carriage, 
or brought from England by water. Thefe laft-would be 
moderately cheap, were it not for the high duties laid on 
them, which are as fatal to the improvement of this, as 
they are to many other parts of Scotland ; nor can this part 
of the country ever greatly improve, until thefe duties be 
abolifhed. 


To be concluded in our next. 


Seen een eee 


Intelligence refpefting Arts, Literature, Sc. 


Iw no one department, has Britain made more remarkable 
advances of late, than in what regards mechanical inven- 
tions, as applied to ufeful arts. Mr. Arkwright’s contri- 
vance for {pinning cotton, has been attended with fuch 
happy effects, as to have opened the eyes of mankind to the 
benefits that may be derived from inventions of this fort. 
It is now clearly demonftrated, that by meansof machinery, 
yarn can not only be fpun much cheaper than by hand, but 
alfo it can be made of a much better quality. In confe- 
quence of this invention, muflins have already been made 
of a quality equally fne as any that can be brought from 
India, that can be fold as cheap as Indiao goods of the fame 
quality ; fo that we want only the fine cotton wool in abun- 
dance, at a low price, to outrival the inhabitants of Afia in 
this their favourite manufacture. 

It is furprifing that mannfacturers fhould have been fo 
backward in applying this machinery to the fpinning of 
woollen yarn. This however is now coming into practice. 
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One machine of this fort is already eftablithed in the weft 
of Scotland for {pinning wool, and others will foon follow 
the example. One only objection we can conceive to lie 
againft the {pinning of wool for the manufacture of cloth by 
machinery, viz. that it is more eafy to make yarn thus, 
that is much twifted, than fuch as is of a more loofe con- 
texture: a quality much to be prized in all woollen goods 
that are to be fubjected to the operation of fulling. This 
inconvenience however may be eafily got over by a very 
fimple mechanical contrivance, which we fhall defcribe in 
fome number of this work, as foon as a plate for illuf- 
trating it can be got ready. By this very fimple machine, 
any kind of yarn may be antwifled, during the operation of 
reeling, to any degree that fhall be thought neceflary for 
the purpofe required. 

Machines, upon the fame principle with thofeabovenam- 
ed, though fomewhat different in the mode of applying it, 
have alfo been adopted for the {pinning of linen yarn. ‘The 
firft of thefe that we have heard of was erected near Dar- 
lington in England ; one machine of the fame fort is juft 
finifhed in the neighbourhood of Dundee, in Scotland, with 
fome eflential improvements, by means of which the work 
is performed in a much better method than formerly. To 
encourage the exertions of ingenuity,the Honourable Board 
for encouragement of manufactures, &c. in Scotland, have 
conferred, we hear, a premium of three hundred pounds 
on the inventer of thefe improvements. 

Another machine of the fame kind is now erecting, and 
nearly finifhed, on the water of Leven in Fife; fo that we 
hope to fee the benefits of thefe two improvements foon , 
extended to other places. 


Intelligence from Germany. 


Amonc other articles of intelligence lately received from 
Germany by the Editor, he is informed that the difcovery 
re{pecting metals announced in the firft numberofthiswork, 
was made tr nearly at the fame time by two different perfons, 
viz. in Hungary » by a profeflor of chemiltry named Ruprecht, 
and alfo by a learned Neapolitan, whofe name has not been 
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mentioned. The refult was nearly the fame in both cafes, 
as already mentioned. The experiments have been repeat- 
ed by Mr. Weitrumb, and others, and found to fuccced. 
Of this difcovery a fuller account fhall be communicated, 
when the printed work containing this article fhall arrive, 
which is expected. 


Helmftaadt Review. 


A new literary review was to commence on the 3d of Ja- 
nuary laft at Helmftaadt, to be publifhed by M. Steckeifen, 
bookfeller there, which, from the profpeétus of it, promifes 
to be a valuable acquifition to the republic of letters. It is 
to be written inthe German language, and is to be conduét- 
ed by a fociety of eminent men, chiefly profeffors in that 
univerfity. It will confift of two half fheets, to be publifhed 
weekly ; to which will be added monthly one fheet more, 
which is to be appropriated to literary news, fhort accounts 
of academical, and other writings that may occur ; details 
of new difcoveries, &c. 

The work itfelf will contain an impartial review of fuch 
new publications, refpecting fcienceand ufefulimprovements, 
as fhall be deemed deferving of notice. But no notice will 
be taken of thofe of mere amufement. The price three Rix- 
dollars a year. 


Le Correfpondent Politique et Anecdotique. 


Tuts is another new publication, a profpectus of which 
has been received. It isto be publifhed at Dufleldorff. 
This is a new newfpaper, in a folio form, written in the 
French language, and by the announce, it feems to be put 
upon a refpectable footing. 
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